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Famous People Covered
Aeschylus, Alexander, Archimedes, Aristarchus, Aristophanes, Aristotle, Eratosthenes, Euripides, Euclid,
Herodotus, Hippocrates, Homer, Pericles, Phidias, Plato, Polykleitos, Praxiteles, Pythagoras, Socrates,
Sophocles, Themistocles, Thucydides

Clues for the Wheel Spin Game
This playwright of high Greek tragedy also fought at the Battle of Marathon
Aeschylus
This Greek tragedian playwright wrote - The Persians and the Oresteia trilogy
Aeschylus
He was taught by Aristotle
Alexander
He never lost a battle in his 15 years of conquests
Alexander
He spread Greek culture through conquest
Alexander
He invented the water screw
Archimedes
Invented the phrase Eureka - discovering buoyancy
Archimedes
Give me a place to stand on, and I will move the earth
Archimedes
First man to have offered a heliocentric theory
Aristarchus
He tried to calculate the sizes of the moon and sun and figure out how far they were from Earth
Aristarchus
This playwright every kind of comedy, from slapstick to intellectual absurdity
Aristophanes
The Birds, the Clouds, the Wasps and Lysistrata are examples of his comedy
Aristophanes
He was educated at Plato's Academy
Aristotle
He taught Alexander III of Macedon, AKA Alexander the Great

Aristotle
He establish his own school known as the Lyceum
Aristotle
He started the Scientific Method and liked Constitutional Government
Aristotle
He used a well in Syene where sunlight only reached the bottom of the well during the summer solstice
Eratosthenes
He calculated the circumference of the earth being 25,000 miles
Eratosthenes
Noted for using the plot device 'deus ex machina' where the gods explain what happened
Euripides
Medea, Trojan Women, and The Bacchae are some of his plays
Euripides
He is often called the 'Father of Geometry'
Euclid
His ‘Elements’ is one of the most powerful works in the history of mathematics
Euclid
He has been called the ‘Father of History’
Herodotus
His 'Histories' chronicle the Greco-Persian War
Herodotus
Known as the founder of medicine or the ‘Father of Medicine’
Hippocrates
Started the Oath taken by newly qualified doctors as a pledge of ethical behavior towards patients
Hippocrates
Based his treatment on the healing power of nature: a good diet, cleanliness, fresh air and rest
Hippocrates
His poem 'Iliad' tells the story of the Trojan War, including the battle of Troy
Homer
Odysseus escapes Calypso, the Cyclops, survives Hades, and numerous trials before returning home to
Penelope
Homer
Under his leadership Athens achieved a Golden Age
Pericles
His favorite project was using 20 thousand tons of marble used to create Parthenon
Pericles
Greek sculptor who is best known for 'Athena Parthenos' in the Parthenon and the 'Zeus' in the Temple
of Zeus
Phidias
Greek sculptor who supervised the construction and sculptural adornment of the Parthenon
Phidias

Hoped his Academy would provide a place for future leaders to discover how to build a better
government
Plato
The Allegory of the Cave was presented by this Greek philosopher in his work the Republic
Plato
While Phidias favorite subjects were gods and goddesses, this sculptor’s subjects portrayed mortals
Polykleitos
His statues were developed by complicated formulas of proportions, canons, that divided the body into
component parts
Polykleitos
Phryne his mistress, was the model for Aphrodite (Venus) of Knidos
Praxiteles
He offered his favorite work, a statue of Cupid, as a gift to the courtesan Phryne
Praxiteles
A right-angled triangle the area of the square on the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the areas of the
squares of the other two sides
Pythagoras
His theorem is believed to have been used by the ancient Babylonians and the Indians - Not based in any
writings
Pythagoras
The information we have on him is based on the records that were kept by his disciple – Plato
Socrates
He used the Question & Answer Approach in education - The first evil was ignorance - The first good was
knowledge
Socrates
His most popular plays also known as the ‘Theban Plays’ are ‘Oedipus’ and ‘Antigone’
Sophocles
The riddle of the Sphinx - Which creature in the morning goes on four legs, at mid-day on two, and in
the evening upon three, and the more legs it has, the weaker it be?
Sophocles
He advocated a strong Athenian navy, and persuaded the Athenians to build a fleet of 200 triremes
which would prove crucial in the Persian wars
Themistocles
He tricked the Persians and lured the Persian fleet into the Straits of Salamis, and won a decisive Greek
victory
Themistocles
He wrote the 'History of the Peloponnesian War'
Thucydides
He tried to avoid bias in evidence-gathering and analysis of cause and effect in writing history
Thucydides
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Accomplishments of Famous Greeks
Aristarchus - Born c.310 BC Died c. 230 BC
This Greek astronomer and mathematician was the one who presented the first
known model that placed the Sun at the center of the known universe with the Earth
revolving around it. This is known as the heliocentric view. His astronomical ideas
were often rejected in favor of the geocentric theories of Aristotle and Ptolemy.
Using correct geometry, but the insufficiently accurate 87° datum, Aristarchus
concluded that the Sun was between 18 and 20 times farther away than the Moon.
The true value of this angle is close to 89° 50', and the Sun's distance is actually
about 400 times the Moon's.
Herodotus - Born c. 484 BC – Died c. 425 BC
Herodotus has been called the 'father of history' because he made the first attempt to
gather and analyze historical evidence. To write his History of the Persian Wars,
Herodotus traveled widely. He questioned many people and recorded the customs of
the people he met and the geography of the places he visited. Although he did not
always distinguish between fact and legend, he presented much useful information
about the ancient world. Some of his stories were fanciful and others inaccurate; yet
he states that he was reporting only what was told to him and was often correct in
his information.
Sophocles - Born c. 497/6 BC - Died c. 406/5 BC
Sophocles is one of three ancient Greek tragedians who added a third actor to
reduce the chorus. Sophocles wrote 120 plays during the course of his life, but only
seven have survived in a complete form: Ajax, Antigone, and The Women of
Trachis, Oedipus the King, Electra, Philoctetes and Oedipus at Colonus.
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Eratosthenes - Born 276 BC – c. 195/194 BC
Click to see demo. Eratosthenes was a Greek mathematician, geographer, poet,
astronomer, and music theorist and the chief librarian at the Library of Alexandria.
In addition, to calculating the circumference of the Earth, he accurately calculated
the distance from the Earth to the Sun and invented the leap day. He created the first
map of the world, incorporating parallels and meridians.
Aeschylus - Born c. 525/524 BC – Died c. 456/455 BC
Aeschylus was an ancient Greek tragedian. He is often described as the father of
tragedy. He expanded the number of characters in theater to allow conflict among
them, whereas characters previously had interacted only with the chorus. Only
seven of his estimated seventy to ninety plays have survived. Oresteia is the only
ancient example of a trilogy to have survived.
Euripides - Born c. 480 BC – Died c. 406 BC
Euripides was a controversial playwright because he was critical of traditional ideas.
In Medea and The Trojan Women, he expressed sympathy for women and the
oppressed. Nineteen of his plays have survived. He dwelled on the darker side of
existence, with plot elements of suffering, revenge and insanity. The characters are
often motivated by strong passions and intense emotions. He used the plot device
known as 'deus ex machina,' where a god arrives at the end of the play to settle
scores and offers resolution to the plot.
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Aristophanes - Born c. 446 – Died c. 386 BC
Of the forty plays Aristophanes wrote eleven still survive almost virtually complete.
Aristophanes is also known as the Father of Comedy or the Prince of Ancient
Comedy. Aristophanes has been said to recreate the life of ancient Athens more
convincingly than any other author. His powers of ridicule were feared and
acknowledged by influential contemporaries; Plato singled out Aristophanes' play
The Clouds as the slander that contributed to the trial and subsequent condemning
to death of Socrates even though other playwrights had also mocked the
philosopher.
Thucydides - Born c. 460 BC – Died c. 400 BC
Thucydides was an Athenian historian and general who wrote the History of the
Peloponnesian Wars. He improved on Herodotus' methods by trying to remain
impartial and included only facts that he could prove. Although he was an Athenian,
he tried to present a balanced account of the war between Sparta and Athens. In the
process, Thucydides set an example of unbiased reporting for future historians.
Aristotle - Born c. 384 BC – Died c. 322 BC
Click for a 3 minute video on Aristotle. The most brilliant student at Plato's
Academy was Aristotle. After the death of Plato, Aristotle left the Academy to teach
Philip II, king of Macedonia, son, Alexander. When Alexander inherited the
Macedonian throne, he gave Aristotle a generous gift of money. Aristotle used the
money to establish the Lyceum, a school in Athens. The Lyceum became the
world's first scientific institute. Aristotle explored dozens of subjects, ranging from
philosophy to biology to the arts. Aristotle believed that reason was the highest
good. He taught that people should aim for moderation in all things. To Aristotle,
virtue, or moral behavior, was a balance between extremes. Aristotle believed that
the best kind of government was a mixture of monarchy, aristocracy, and
democracy.
Pythagoras - Born c. 570 Died
c. 495 BC
While his theorem was previously utilized by the Babylonians and Indians, the
theorem that bears his name states - A 2 + B 2 = C 2.";

Pythagoras

Euclid

Socrates

Euclid - Born c. 325 BC – Died c. 265 BC
Click for a 8:22 minute video on Euclid (a little on the math side.) A brief survey of
the Elements belies a common belief that it concerns only geometry. This
misconception may be caused by reading no further than Books one through four.
Euclid began in Book one with 23 definitions (such as “a point is that which has no
part” and “a line is a length without breadth”), five unproved assumptions that
Euclid called postulates (now known as axioms), and five further unproved
assumptions that he called common notions.
Socrates - Born c. 470/469 BC – Died c. 399 BC
Click to go to 1 minute 13 seconds video. While fighting the Peloponnesian Wars,
the Athenians looked for a scapegoat. They came to see Socrates as a dangerous
troublemaker. The authorities accused him of failing to honor the gods and
corrupting the youth of Athens. Socrates could have gone into exile, but he chose to
stand trial and was condemned to death by an Athenian jury. Socrates accepted the
penalty, maintaining that a citizen should obey the laws of the state. ‘Above all,’ he

told the jury, ‘I shall be able to continue my search into true and false knowledge; as
in this world, so also in that, I shall find out who is wise, and who pretends to be
wise and is not.’
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Alexander - Born c. 356 BC – Died c. 323 BC
Click to go to the 5:53 minute video on Alexander the Great's fight with Darius.
Alexander is known for spreading 'Greek Culture' but he also adopted Persian dress
and customs and married a Persian woman. He included Persians and people from
other lands in his army. As time passed, Greek settlers throughout the empire also
adopted new ways. A vibrant new culture emerged from the blend of Greek and
Eastern customs. He never lost a battle in his 15 years of conquest. The two videos
below show how relentless Alexander was.
Everyone surrenders
They all die
Hippocrates - Born 460 BC - Died - 370 BC
The Hippocratic Oath - I swear by Apollo, Asklepios and by all the gods that I will
keep this oath. I will use treatment to help the sick to the best of my ability and
judgement but never with a view to injury or wrongdoing. I will not give poison to
anybody. I will be pure and holy in my life and practice. I will keep secret anything
I see or hear professionally which ought not to be told.
Plato - Born c. 424/423 Died
c. 348/347 BC
Click this button to view a 3 minute video on the cave. Plato was a philosopher and
the founder of the Academy in Athens, the first center of higher learning in the
Western world. He remains a pivotal figure in the development of philosophy.
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Themistocles - Born c. 528 BC – Died c. 462 BC
Click to see a 4 minute video. When a vein of silver was discovered in Athens,
Themistocles convinced the Athenian assembly to build a navy of 200 triremes.
This would provide jobs and help protect against a Persia take-over. When the
Persian king, Xerxes, did invaded Greece it was in the spring of 480 BC. The
Athenians sent an envoy to seek the wisdom of the Oracle of Delphi. Not happy
with the first message they sent another envoy and they returned with the following
message. 'Though all else shall be taken, Zeus, the all-seeing, grants that the
wooden wall only shall not fail.' Themistocles had to explain that the wooden wall
was the ships they had been building and he ordered the town of Athens be
abandoned. This was all according to Herodotus.
Praxiteles - Born c. 370 – Died c. 330 BC
Click to go to the 6:11 minute video on Phryne & Praxiteles. The sculptor
Praxiteles, who was also her lover, asked Phryne to be the model for the statue of
the Aphrodite of Knidos which was the first nude statue of a woman in ancient
Greece. Praxiteles was a contemporary of Phidias. These are other works attributed
to Praxiteles, Hermes and the infant Dionysus, Apollo Sauroktonos, Apollo
Lykeios, Capitoline Satyr, Leto, Apollo and Artemis, Leconfield Head, Aberdeen
Head, and Artemis of Antikyra.
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Pericles - Born c. 495 – Died c. 429 BC
Click to go to the 16:04 minute video on Parthenon. He turned the Delian League
into an Athenian empire, and led his countrymen during the first two years of the
Peloponnesian War. The period during which he led Athens, roughly from 461 to
429 BC, is sometimes known as the ‘Age of Pericles’. Pericles promoted the arts
and literature and started the project that generated most of the surviving structures
on the Acropolis (including the Parthenon).
Phidias - Born c. c. 447 BC Died c. 438 BC
Phidias was a Greek sculptor, painter and architect. His works include a statue of
Zeus at Olympia, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, several statues
of the goddess Athena (a colossal bronze statue of Athena) and many other works
that were once part of the Parthenon. The Elgin Marbles which decorated many
parts of the Parthenon were also made under his supervision.
Archimedes - Born c. 287 Died c. 212 BC
Ancient Greek mathematician, physicist, engineer, inventor, and astronomer.
Although few details of his life are known, he is regarded as one of the leading
scientists in classical antiquity. Generally considered to be one of the greatest
mathematicians of all time.
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Homer - Born sometime between the 12th and 8th centuries BC
Homer was author of the Iliad and the Odyssey. He was believed by the ancient
Greeks to have been the first and greatest of the epic poets. In Plato's Republic, he
is referred to as the 'first teacher', of tragedy, the 'leader of learning', and the one
who 'has taught Greece'.
Polykleitos - Born c. 450 BC – Died c. 420 BC
Click to see video. Greek sculptors believed that perfect harmony and proportion
existed in the natural world. They tried to show this perfection in their work by
portraying the ideal rather than the real. When the sculptor Polyclitus carved statues
of athletes, generals, and statesmen, he showed Greek idealism by portraying the
human body in its most beautiful and graceful form.
Parthenon Live1 - close up
Parthenon Live2 - far away
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Raphael’s - School of Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_School_of_Athe
ns

Ingres’s - The Apotheosis of Homer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Apotheosis_of_Homer
_(Ingres)

Dimensions 16′ 5″ x 25′ 3″
Location - Apostolic Palace, Vatican City

Dimensions –

1. Zeno of Citium
2. Epicurus or Heraclitus
3. unknown (believed to be Raphael
4. Boethius or Anaximander or Empedocles?
5. Averroes
6. Pythagoras
7. Alcibiades or Alexander the Great?
8. Antisthenes or Xenophon or Timon?
9. Raphael

1. Peisistratos
2. Lycurgus
3. Sappho
4. Alcibiades
5. Apelles
6. Euripides
7. Menander
8. Demosthenes
9. Aeschylus (holding a scroll)

10. Aeschines or Xenophon?
11. Parmenides? (Leonardo da Vinci)
12. Socrates
13. Heraclitus
14. Plato
15. Aristotle
16. Diogenes of Sinope
17. Plotinus
18. Euclid or Archimedes with students
19. Strabo or Zoroaster?
20. Ptolemy?
21. Apelles
22. Protogenes (Il Sodoma, Perugino, or Timoteo
Viti)

10. Sophocles
11. Herodotus
12. Orpheus
13. Linus
14. Homer
15. Aesop (beneath the lyre held by Pindar)
16. Pindar
17. Hesiod
18. Plato
19. Socrates
20. Pericles (with helmet)
21. Pheidias
22. Aristotle
23. Aristarchus of Samothrace
24. Alexander the Great

